
 

 
Electoral Division 

Number of  
PSDs1 Targeted 

Number of  
Enumerators 

Number of Elector 
Records Updated2 

Net 
Change3 

46 Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock 32 7 1,576 233 
47 Battle River-Wainwright 7 6 838 238 
48 Bonnyville-Cold Lake 3 1 219 539 
49 Cardston-Taber-Warner 12 6 1,963 0 
50 Cypress-Medicine Hat 14 13 2,849 674 
51 Drayton Valley-Calmar 19 11 1,745 48 
52 Drumheller-Stettler 4 4 1,458 -212 
53 Foothills-Rocky View 2 1 28 -129 
54 Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo 13 8 1,524 673 
55 Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville 22 8 2,098 176 
56 Grande Prairie-Smoky 0 0 0 -76 
57 Grande Prairie-Wapiti 1 1 177 108 
58 Highwood 13 9 3,107 881 
59 Innisfail-Sylvan Lake 14 5 1,506 444 
60 Lac La Biche-St. Paul 9 3 626 -102 
61 Lacombe-Ponoka 12 3 1,054 164 
62 Leduc-Beaumont-Devon 35 16 4,180 1,530 
63 Lesser Slave Lake 0 0 0 -81 
64 Lethbridge-East 15 12 3,519 487 
65 Lethbridge-West 15 12 2,268 899 
66 Little Bow 12 5 1,189 159 
67 Livingstone-Macleod 26 6 1,762 1,175 
68 Medicine Hat 13 8 2,482 619 
69 Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills 9 3 635 384 
70 Peace River 7 4 698 -193 
71 Red Deer-North 9 8 2,882 -382 
72 Red Deer-South 24 13 4,859 1,221 
73 Rocky Mountain House 14 5 1,789 315 
74 Sherwood Park 16 8 1,370 463 
75 Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St. Albert 28 17 5,128 1,282 
76 St. Albert 10 7 3,411 -266 
77 Stony Plain 18 9 2,778 18 
78 Strathcona 8 6 1,475 584 
79 Strathmore-Brooks 20 15 3,611 -127 
80 Vermilion-Lloydminster 25 10 3,393 171 
81 West Yellowhead 5 4 611 -31 
82 Wetaskiwin-Camrose 14 10 850 692 
83 Whitecourt-Ste. Anne 2 2 365 -147 

Totals: 1,063 657 170,729 16,833 
 

1Number of polling subdivisions targeted, in whole or in part. 
 
2Number of electors added, revised, deleted and confirmed during the target enumeration and revision period. 
 
3Net changes (additions and deletions) during the target enumeration and revision period. 
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Prior to beginning the target enumeration, and in accordance with section 23(2) of 
the Act, each Returning Officer was required to contact two constituency associations 
by registered mail to request names of prospective enumerators (one constituency 
association established by the political party forming the Government and one 
established by the political party, not forming the Government, that received the highest 
or second-highest number of votes at the 2004 Provincial General Election). 
 
In most cases, Returning Officers did not receive recommendations from constituency 
associations and recruited enumerators independently. The legal requirement to contact 
constituency associations wasted valuable time in trying to recruit qualified 
enumerators. Once a sufficient number of qualified enumerators was found, Returning 
Officers began their training, using standardized resources provided by Elections 
Alberta. 
 
Returning Officers used the Lists of Electors and mapping resources they had prepared 
to develop customized target enumeration plans identifying areas in greatest need of 
enumeration. They received guidelines from Elections Alberta to ensure consistency 
across the province, and were given the flexibility to identify additional target areas that 
would create the best possible List of Electors in each unique electoral division. 
 
Some areas identified in the guidelines for target enumeration included: 
 

 Residential areas developed since 2004 
 

 Rental facilities with high turnover 
 

 Residences on military bases 
 

 Residences established to accommodate students who are ordinarily resident in 
post-secondary institutions 

 

 Supportive living facilities, as identified in the Act 
 
When target enumeration areas were identified, Returning Officers received preprinted 
enumeration records for use by enumerators. The preprinted records were used to 
confirm, revise, delete and add elector information. In new areas and other situations 
where previous elector information was not available, address information was 
preprinted onto the enumeration records to facilitate data collection and ensure 
thorough coverage.  
 
Enumeration records were revised to capture electors’ previous addresses to allow for 
updates to their existing records in the Register of Electors. This new requirement is 
important to the target enumeration process, since effective data management requires 
that an elector is both added at a current address and deleted from a previous address. 
This requirement added a new layer of complexity to the computerized Register of 
Electors system from a standpoint of programming, training, data entry and process 
management by Returning Officers. 
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A number of resources were available to assist electors. Enumerators carried a 
translation sheet which explained the purpose of their visit in thirteen different 
languages. This proved extremely useful in overcoming language barriers to 
collect information. 
 
“We Missed You” cards were left at residences visited by enumerators to encourage 
electors to arrange for inclusion of their names on the List of Electors. For the first time, 
electors were given the option of self-registration using the secure online registration 
system, Voterlink. 
 
Electors who provided information were left a “Thank You” card which advised them of 
the purpose of the data collection, including notice that their information could be shared 
with municipal and federal electoral agencies for electoral purposes. The cards also 
provided the Returning Officer’s name and telephone number to give electors the 
opportunity to ask questions or voice concerns. If the enumerator visited after polling 
places had been confirmed by the Returning Officer, polling place information was 
also included. 
 
Electors who could not be contacted were encouraged to have their names added to the 
List of Electors prior to polling day. Advertising directed electors to contact their 
Returning Officer between Saturday, February 9 and Saturday, February 23. Returning 
Officers were available throughout this period to accept additions to the List of Electors: 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays and noon to 4 p.m. on Saturdays. Returning Officers 
offered extended hours of 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Thursday, February 21 to accommodate 
electors who wished to have their names added to the Lists of Electors prior to the 
opening of the advance polls.  
 
Challenges 
 
The rapid growth in Alberta is a significant challenge to maintaining a current and 
complete List of Electors. An estimated population increase in excess of 10% has 
occurred since 2004 (source: Alberta Electoral Division Profiles for 2004 and 2008 by 
Alberta Finance and Enterprise - Statistics). This increase is particularly apparent in 
some electoral divisions: Calgary-North West, for example, increased by 54% in 
population between 2004 and 2008. 
 
Time constraints were a challenge for Elections Alberta and Returning Officers across 
the province. Returning Officers in 82 electoral divisions were appointed between two 
and seven weeks prior to the commencement of the election period, resulting in an 
abbreviated timeframe to train and prepare Returning Officers and enumerators. The 
time constraints posed particular challenges for the 45 first-time Returning Officers, 
especially the 20 appointed less than two weeks prior to the commencement of the 
election period. By contrast, the majority of Returning Officers were appointed 13 
months before the 2004 provincial general election. 
 
In addition to attending training and reviewing their polling subdivision maps and Lists of 
Electors, Returning Officers are responsible for recruitment of an Election Clerk and 
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Administrative Assistant, two key staff members who assist them in their responsibilities 
throughout the election period. Locating appropriate office space was another major 
challenge in the short time available during the pre-election period, as was the 
identification of potential polling places, particularly in newly developed areas.  
 
The time of year was not conducive to hiring a group of enumerators to go door to door. 
Low temperatures, coupled with a very low unemployment rate, made recruitment 
difficult. Security concerns were raised by electors and enumerators alike, given the 
shortage of daylight hours during which enumeration could take place. 
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