


OCTOBER 2006 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
AMENDMENTS TO THE ELECTION FINANCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS
DiscLOSURE (EFCD) ACT—HOUSEKEEPING

10. Significance of registration

Background

There is an important distinction in the EFCD Act between the various political entities
(political parties, candidates, and constituency associations) and “registered” political
entities. This distinction has not been consistently observed in the drafting of the
current EFCD Act.

Recommendation Relevant Sections: Listed below

a. Add the term “registered” to the following:
= Section 4(1)(b)(i) — to constituency association
= Section 5(3) — to party, constituency association and candidate
= Section 9(2)(a)(iii) — to constituency association
= Section 10(1)(b), 10(3), 10(4) — to constituency association
= Section 10(5) — to constituency association and candidate
= Section 43(2) — to constituency association

11. Powers of Chief Electoral Officer vs. duties of political entities

Background

Under section 5, Powers of the Chief Electoral Officer, there is a provision that deals
with the retention of records by political entities. Retention of political entity records is
not a power of the Chief Electoral Officer. This provision should be removed and placed
elsewhere in the EFCD Act.

Recommendation Relevant Section: 5(4)

a. Move clause 5(4) to another section of the Act, possibly as section 6(7).
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12. Update Terminology

Background

There are several instances of out-dated terminology used in the EFCD Act which
should be changed.

Recommendations Relevant Sections: 10(12), 15(2), 51(3), 40(1)(a)

a. Update all references to the Provincial Treasurer with Minister of Finance.
b. Change “treasury branch” to “Alberta Treasury Branches (ATB Financial)”
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JANUARY 2007 RECOMMENDATION FOR
AMENDMENT TO THE ELECTION FINANCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS
DiSCLOSURE (EFCD) ACT—SUBSTANTIVE

13. Regulation of leadership contests

Background

This recommendation would have been included along with the Chief Electoral Officer’s
October 31, 2006 recommendations for amendments had it not been for the fact that
one of the registered political parties was in the process of holding a leadership contest
at the time. It was felt that it would not have been appropriate to have weighed into the
public debate regarding the regulation of leadership contests by making a formal
recommendation at the time.

There are 4 jurisdictions in Canada that regulate leadership contests including British
Columbia, Manitoba, Ontario and Canada. The Royal Commission on Electoral Reform
and Party Financing recommended that there be public financial disclosure rules for
leadership contests in the interests of promoting integrity and fairness in the
electoral process.

It was acknowledged by the Commission that leadership selection is the purview of
political parties and the rules should not be too restrictive or intrusive so as to impair a
political party’s ability to establish its own rules and procedures. The Commission
specifically recommended that there be spending limits, financial disclosure, political tax
credits, and financial agents to keep records and file disclosure reports for
leadership contestants.

The selection of a leader for a political party is very significant considering the
importance of a leader in the electoral success of a political party and a leader’s impact
on public policy. Campaign finance legislation in Alberta does not currently extend to
leadership selection and there are no legislative requirements for leadership
contestants. The selection of a leader is and should remain primarily an internal party
matter, however, there is merit in having basic legislative requirements for leadership
contestants as they relate to public disclosure.

Recommendations Relevant Section: 2

a. Delete reference to leadership campaigns and conventions in the exclusions
listed in section 2.

b. Minimal regulation of leadership contests should include appointing a
financial officer and filing financial disclosure reports with the Chief Electoral
Officer for leadership contestants.
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