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Advance Vote



Advance Voting:
Senate Election / Referendum Vote

• Electors receive ballots for all contests

• Consider procedures that may need to be 
modified for the additional ballots

• Elector Register
• Ballot Issuing & Accounting

• Jurisdictions with Hand Count:
• Notify Elections Alberta of advance voting 

days and ballot needs
• Separate ballot boxes

• Jurisdictions with Voting Equipment:
• Consider additional ballot printing needs
• Composite or separate ballots
• Shared or separate tabulator / ballot boxes



• More voting opportunities or locations can allow for 
more time for electors to vote, and can assist with 
distancing

• Considerations for in-person voting:
• PPE & Cleaning Requirements
• Supply usage / changes
• Staff model & available resources
• Set-up of the Voting Place 

Advance Voting & 
COVID - 19

Caballero-Reynolds, A. (2020, September 18). Voters wait in line to cast their ballots for the 2020 election at an early, in-person voting location in Arlington, Virginia, on September 18, 2020. [Digital image]. 
Retrieved October, 2020, from https://www.gettyimages.fi/detail/news-photo/voters-wait-in-line-to-cast-their-ballots-for-the-2020-news-photo/1228576053?adppopup=true



Special Ballot



Special Ballot:
Senate Election / Referendum Vote

• Electors receive ballots for all 
contests

• Separate ballot for each 
• Write-in ballot if sent prior to ballots being 

printed

• Considerations
• Timelines / Ballot type
• Package design
• Processing returns
• Counting
• Resources for managing the process



Special Ballot & 
COVID - 19
• More opportunities for voters – may 

decrease volumes for in-person voting 
• Volumes will vary widely between 

different jurisdictions 
• Considerations:

• Need to consider if legislated “reasons” can be 
used for COVID-19 concerns

• Impact on internal staffing – capacity to keep up
• Fulfilling requests – mail based or in-person
• Package printing & mailing – internal or external



Institutional Vote



Institutional Vote &
Senate Election / Referendum Vote

• Electors receive ballots for all contests
• More ballot boxes – impact for bed-

to-bed vs. established station
• Follows same voting process as provided 

at advance or election day

LaPointe, T. (2019). Chartwell Griesbach Retirement Residence - Edmonton, Alberta [Digital image]. Retrieved October, 2020, from https://chartwell.com/-/media/Images/photo-gallery/Griesbach/griesbach-exterior-4.jpg?mw=1280&hash=9832316CC9C4FFA477109212411A1322



Institutional Vote & 
COVID - 19
• More opportunities for voters
• Considerations:

• Access to the site may be limited
• Outbreaks will impact access
• Site staff are a good option to become election 

officials
• Special ballot voting may offer another option 

for these settings



Alternative Voting Equipment



Alternative Voting Equipment &
Senate Election / Referendum 
Vote

• Quick and easy count 

• No collection of ballots in recount

• Municipalities can: 
• Consolidate contests on the ballot(s)
• Use the same equipment for all contests
• Use the same ballot box for all contests

• Consider:
• Costs for equipment and support
• Municipality responsible for ballot printing
• Equipment testing, logic and accuracy

News, C. (2016, April 18). [Elections NB testing hundreds of tabulators for municipal elections]. Retrieved October, 2020, from https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/elections-tabulators-new-brunswick-1.3541589



Alternative Voting Equipment & 
COVID - 19

• Advantages for Elections Alberta processes:
• Creates a one-way elector flow
• Eliminates the hand count of ballots

• Concerns to resolve:
• Multi-use items (e.g. secrecy sleeves)
• Costs

• Consider how you would adapt your processes 
and supplies



Questions? 
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