
Module 5: 
Senate Election and Referendum



Agenda

• Now to September 6

Pre-Election Activities

• September 7 to October 18

Election is Called – Event Underway

• October 18 to February 2022

Post Election 

Senate & Referendum



Pre-Election Activities

• Determining voting opportunities & processes

• Providing details to Elections Alberta & ordering supplies

• Updating information as required

Pre-Election Activities (Now to Sept 6)



Pre-Election Activities

• Election Day 
• All municipalities

• Advance Voting
• Municipalities with populations 

greater than 5000

• Special Ballot

• Institutional Voting

Voting Opportunities



Impacted Areas

• Improvement districts

• Special areas

• Summer villages

• Lloydminster 

• First Nations

• Métis Settlements

• Acclaimed Jurisdictions / Wards

Requirements

• Senate election and referendum 
vote is still conducted

• Election Day voting is provided

• Advance vote is provided if 
population exceeds 5000

Pre-Election Activities Jurisdictions not holding 
local elections



Pre-Election Activities

• Municipality provides the ballots

• Composite ballot can be used

• Ballots must comply with 
legislated requirements

• Same ballot box can be used

• Senate election / referendum 
ballot retention period applies

Alternative Voting Equipment



Pre-Election Activities

• Ballot requirements:
• 12 pt font
• Name of the event
• Instructions for voters
• Alpha / Question order
• Party affiliation or “independent” 

for each senate candidate

• Considerations:
• Long ballots
• Double-sided ballots
• Two page ballots

Tabulator Ballots



Supplies
available from 

Elections Alberta



Ballot Styles Senate Options



Ballot Styles Referendum



Ballot Styles and Availability

Date Senate Referendum

Before September 7 Ballot Not Available Ballot Not Available

September 7 to 12 Write-In Ballot Available Write-In Ballot Available

September 13 to 25 Write-In Ballot Available Standard Ballot Available

September 26 to Election Day Standard Ballot Available Standard Ballot Available



Supplies Blind Elector Template

• Designed to match the ballot

• Unique to Senate & Referendum

• Requires ballot style and number of 
candidates / questions to be finalized



Required Posters

Direction for 
Guidance of Voters

Notice as to
Secrecy of Voting



Translation Instructions

Available in the following languages:

Arabic French Punjabi

Blackfoot German Russian

Chinese Hindi Spanish

Cree Italian Tagalog

Dutch Korean Ukrainian

Farsi Polish Vietnamese



Elections Database PDF Form

Pre-Election Submitting Information



Returning Office Information

• Returning Officer Name and 
Contact Information

• Returning Office Location

• Mailing address for supply 
shipments

Pre-Election Submitting Information



Polling Information

• Voting Opportunities
• Where to Vote

• Key Dates

• Alternative Voting Equipment
• Vendor

Pre-Election Submitting Information



Supplies Required

• Ballots
• Regular

• Write-in Special Ballot

• Blind Elector Template

• Posters

• Translations

Pre-Election Submitting Information



Post-Election

• Where ballots are being retained

• Contact information for post-
election

Pre-Election Submitting Information



Pre-Election 

• Enter election details for 
senate / referendum

April
30

• Confirm details or 
make final updates 

June
30

• Final deadline for 
supply requests

August
31

Submitting Information



Election Event



Election Period

• Order in Councils (by September 7) and Writ for Senate 
Election 

• Election Proclamation & Notice of Election

• Receiving Supplies

• Conduct Voting

Election is Called – Event Underway 
(September to October 18)



Senate Election Referendum

Election Period Authorization for Election

• Number of nominees to be 
selected

Order in Council

Writ

Proclamation

• Questions to be asked

Order in Council

Proclamation



Election Period

• Issued to each municipality

• Will be available in the EDB

• Must be posted in the Returning 
Office

• A combined proclamation is 
issued, including both senate 
and referendum details

Proclamation



Election Period

• September 7 – 20: 
• Senate candidate nominations collected and verified by Elections Alberta

• Once nominated, senate candidates will be listed on EA website

• September 20, after 2pm:
• Instructions for senate ballots finalized and posted on the EDB

• Senate election ballot printing commences

Nominations

September 7*

• Order in Council

• Writ & Proclamation

September 20 (2 pm)

• Nomination Day

October 18

• Senate Election Day



Election Period

Prescribed Forms:

• 6RSE: Notice of Election

• 7RSE: Notice of Election and 

Requirements for Voter 

Identification

Notice of Election



Combined Forms

• 1RSE: Oath of Returning Officer

• 2RSE: Statement of Deputy, Substitute, 

Enumerator and Constable

• 13RSE: Elector Register

• 16RSE: Statement of Scrutineer or Official 

Agent

• 22RSE: Request for Special Ballot Package

• 23RSE: Special Ballot Package

Additional Forms

• 18RSE: Note of Objection to a Ballot

• 19RSE: Ballot Account and Result of Vote

Election Period Forms



Election Period

• Shipments:

• Ballots

• Ships to RO Office

• Must be signed for

• Posters, Translated Voting 

Instructions, Blind Elector Template

Receiving Supplies

Additional Supplies Needed?

Email ops@elections.ab.ca

mailto:ops@elections.ab.ca


Election Period

• Eligible Electors:
• 18+

• Canadian Citizen

• Resident in Alberta

• Resident in the jurisdiction

• Electors may only have one 
place of residence for the 
purpose of voting 
• LAEA, s. 47 & 48

Conduct Voting



Post Election



Post-Election

• Counting of Votes

• Results Reporting to Elections Alberta

• Retention of Voting Materials

Results Reporting & Document Retention (October 
18 to January 2022)



Timelines – Results Reporting

October 18

• Election Day

• Count after close of polls

October 25

• Final day for RO to report 
Official Results

October 26

• EA compiles results and 
announces results



Post-Election

• Election materials must be 
kept for 3-months after 
they are received from the 
returning officer

• Local jurisdictions are 
responsible for retaining 
the records

Custody of Records



Post-Election

• Application for recount must be 
made by November 3, 2021

• Elections Alberta will make 
arrangements to collect Election 
Materials
• Ballot boxes if using a paper ballot

• Tabulator records and Ballot 
Account and Result of Vote if using 
alternative voting equipment

• Ballot retention period extends

Judicial Recount



Review

• Determining voting opportunities & processes

• Providing details to Elections Alberta & ordering supplies

• Updating information as required

Pre-Election Activities (Now to September 6)

• Orders in Council (by September 7) and Writ for Senate Election 

• Election proclamation & Notice of Election

• Receiving Supplies

• Conduct Voting

Election is Called – Event Underway (September 7 to October 18)

• Counting of Votes

• Results Reporting to Elections Alberta

• Retention of Voting Materials

Post Election (October 18 to February 2022)

Senate & Referendum


